GEORGE THE THIRD
From the King's point of view this was highly satisfactory; and
when the * Sailor Prince ' came home on his first leave he had a
wonderful reception at Court and when he appeared in public
with his parents.
He gave his father a little trouble when he was in his twentieth
year. He had fallen in love with a Sarah Martin, who was the
daughter of the Naval Commissioner at Portsmouth, Sir Henry
Martin; and in his bluff way the young man went at once to his
mother to ask her to plead his cause with the King so that he
might marry the kdy. This, of course, was out of the question;
and the King quite wisely decided that the young lieutenant must
proceed at once to a new station. He wrote to his ' peculiar
Admiral,' Howe:
On returning from hunting this evening the Queen desired to speak
to me before I went to dinner. It was to communicate to me the
arrival of William. I find it indispensably necessary to remove him
from the Commissioner's House at Portsmouth. And therefore
desire that the Hebe may be removed to the Plymouth station, or
William placed on boaxd the 32 Gun Frigate that is there. I merely
throw out what occurs to me on a very unpleasant and unexpected
event.
The plan worked perfectly; and Miss Martin was quickly for-
gotten.
The Prince's attachment to Nelson involved him in another
* scrape/ When Nelson was recalled from the West Indian
station in 1787 the Prince refused to serve under his successor;
and in defiance of orders he sailed his ship, H.M.S. Pegasus, to
Canada, The Government, as a punishment for his breach of
discipline, ordered him to stay in Quebec for the winter; but
the young captain again refused to do what he was told, and
promptly sailed for home. His father was determined that he
must be punished just as any other captain would have been
punished; and orders were sent to William to remain in Ply-
mouth. But the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York were
equally determined to frustrate their father's wishes; and they
went to Plymouth to console with their younger brother; and
to instil into him some of their own wayward opposition to the
King. In the meantime the £ Sailor Prince' had formed another
amorous attachment—this time with a merchant's daughter;
324

